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Good morning, friends. We're very happy to be with you in your own homes again this 
morning. I'm sure that many of you are busy and you've taken precious time to just lay down 
what you're doing in order to listen. And I feel very inadequate this morning to make up to you  
that time only as we come to the word of God and realize that the scriptures of the Lord have the 
answers to all of our problems this morning. I trust that you will continue to pray for the Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles. This great and wonderful institutions soon to observe its 50th 
anniversary is a school dedicated to the premise that men and women around the world need to 
be reached with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Based on the premise that young people giving their 
lives unto him can do marvelous things if supported and backed by and prayed for by men and 
women and those of us who remain at home. And so I trust that your constant prayer, my friend, 
will be for these young people as they go through the halls of Biola and as they make their way 
ultimately to the regions of the world with the unsearchable riches of the Lord Jesus Christ. Now, 
there are many, many departments in the Bible Institute of Los Angeles. Who can ever measure 
the worth and the value of all the departments of the school? You take, for example, the School 
of Missionary Medicine. this wonderfully organized institution ministering to the needs of men 
and women who have not only been on the field and are returned on furlough as missionaries, 
but also training other young people who plan to go to the field and giving them the latest 
techniques in tropical medicine, helping them to go out on the field and even run a dispensary, 
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pull teeth, take care of the native population, and in turn do that which God would have them to 
do in order to open doors to the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. And we trust that you'll sit right 
down and write a card or a letter to the Bible Institute of Los Angeles. What you enclose in your 
letter makes it possible, my friend, for the radio broadcast to continue and for the Bible Institute 
to go on in its tremendous missionary mission, reaching the world with the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
I want to speak to you this morning out of the New Testament, particularly the Book of 
Romans and in verse chapter 8 and verse 22, "For we know that the whole creation groaneth and 
travaileth in pain together until now. and then in verse twenty three, "And not only they but 
ourselves also, which have the first fruits of the spirit. Even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption to it, the redemption of our body. And then jumping down to verse 
twenty six of Romans chapter eight. "Likewise, the spirit also helpeth our infirmities, for we 
know not what we should pray for as we ought, but the spirit himself make intercession for us 
with groanings which cannot be uttered. Someone has well said, and I think it was Dr. Biel of 
Tucson, Arizona, that in the word of God, you have three sobs and a song. And, you know, I 
thought that was mighty, mighty good. And when I took time to go into these things of the 
scriptures of God, it was to recognize that such was desperately true. You see, a song is much 
more pleasant than a sob. And yet, in the midst of one of the greatest and most glorious chapters 
in the New Testament is the record of three heart breaking sobs. Guided by the spirit of God, The 
Apostle Paul sang, as it were, the story of a spirit filled life and he pointed out the way of 
spiritual victory for every child of God. 
You'll recall as you study the New Testament that in the Book of Romans and Chapter 8, 
he starts his wonderful message with the declaration of no condemnation and he concludes his 
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book with no separation. Now, one could hardly expect to read anything about a sob amid such 
surroundings. But, my friends, Surprising as it may be, there is the account of three heart cries in 
Romans Chapter 8. They are spoken of as groans, the groan of creation, the groan of the 
Christian and the groan of the Creator. Now in verse twenty two of Romans chapter eight, you 
have the groan of creation. In verse 23 you have the groan of the Believer. And in verse 26, you 
have the groan of the creator of the universe himself. Now at the very outset of our message this 
morning, I do want to remind you that the work of spiritual redemption is far-reaching indeed 
and goes vastly beyond the human conception. It is a work which in the ultimate stretches up to 
heaven itself and embraces eternal things. It touches men everywhere and encompasses nature 
itself. The work of Christ in redemption not only brings salvation to the human soul, but it also 
brings resurrection to the human body and deliverance to all of God's creation. You see, our 
vision of Calvary has been too limited. Because we've thought of Christ's work only in relation to 
the redemption of the soul from sin and the redemption of the soul from hell. The outstretched 
arms of Christ on the cross, my friend, enfold the whole world and points to the infinite purposes 
of God as bound up in himself.  
Much is being said today about getting back to the Christ of God, and rightly so. 
Multitudes of people are clinging to the Christ of their own imagination, and they accept only 
what they want to believe concerning his blessed person. But back to Christ means back to the 
Bible, which is the source of our knowledge of him. Now, whether it be in personal study, 
whether it might be in home reading, whether it might be in a pulpit ministry, we must allow the 
Bible to speak and we must allow it to tell us of the Lord Jesus Christ. The black clouds of 
infidelity and liberalism have often obscured many a person's conception of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Many an individual has allowed his faith to become overshadowed by the foreboding 
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cloud of unbelief and Jesus Christ has come to mean very, very little to him. The portion of the 
Bible before us brings us back to Christ, and it brings us back to the purposes of God in Christ.  
Now, notice, first of all, as we come to Romans 8:22, "For we know that the whole 
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now." Now here you have the groaning of 
God's creation. Four times within the compass of a few verses, creation is brought into view. 
Sometimes we see it as in the past and then we get a glimpse of what it will be my friend in the 
future. And there is also depicted for us nature's present condition. It is a very dark picture, to be 
sure, but it's a passing one, and some day, nature will take on an entirely different hue. With all 
of the beauty which we behold in nature at this present time, it is not as God brought it forth at 
the beginning, nor is it what it shall be when the curse of God is lifted from the face of the Earth. 
Today, all of creation groans and travails. It is held in subjection and does nothing more than to 
wait. But its waiting will not be in vain, for creation has been subjected in hope, a hope which 
will find its full realization when the Lord Jesus Christ returns to set up his glorious millennial 
rule and kingdom. Now we need to look a little more carefully into nature's past. 
The first chapter of the Book of Genesis reveals how God looked upon the works of his 
own hands, and he pronounced everything which he had created and made as being absolutely 
good. Our righteous and holy creator could not produce anything else but that which was good. 
And after God embellished the Garden of Eden with his own wonderful handiwork, it was 
without doubt the most beautiful spot this world has ever seen. Only two pairs of eyes have ever 
seen that garden as it came from the hand of God. The eyes of Adam and the eyes of Eve. And 
when he placed our parents within its boundaries, they discovered everything had been provided 
for them, with nothing lacking. At the very beginning of man's history, God started dealing with 
him on the basis of his own grace. Adam and Eve were the recipients of all of the bounties of the 
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living God. They did not have to work for anything because everything was provided for them. 
Now, our parents did not live very long in this blissful environmental stage because they listened 
to the voice of the tempter, the voice of the devil, the voice of the adversary. They became 
disobedient to the Lord, and judgment struck them so that they were expelled from their God-
given home. You know, my friend, in radio land, sin always brings separation and results in 
spiritual death. So it was for Adam, so it was for Eve and for all who have followed in their wake 
and train, Christ being the glorious exception. The Holy Spirit gives to us the amazing statement 
that creation was subject to Vanity. Now originally it was made to glorify its creator And to 
manifest, his wonderful person and his wonderful power. Now a vain condition has come upon it 
and maladjustments are to be seen everywhere in God's creation. It seems as though sin has been 
woven into the very warp and woof of nature, as well as into the hearts of men and even of fallen 
angels. God did not create man to be vain, but to be profitable and to be useful to him. in the fall 
of man into sin, man became depraved and unprofitable and he has failed to glorify the one who 
created him. The very fact that the scriptures indicate that nature was made subject indicates that 
something struck it to bring about such a woeful and ungodly condition. Today, my friend, as we 
look out upon God's creation and as we begin to marvel at its beauty, and the more we study it, 
the more entranced we become, why then do we read of it as being vain? It doesn't seem to be, 
and yet God declares it to be so. With Adam's sin came the curse of God upon the natural, 
created world. And everything we see, my friend, has upon it the mark of death, and is stamped, 
as it were, with a skull and with a crossbones. 
I remember the words of a biblical professor at whose feet I sat for a number of years. Dr. 
Robert L. Moyer, a great Bible teacher now with the Lord. And he said, as you sit listening to the 
music of a waterfall, you will notice that its music is in the minor key. As you look out upon the 
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great stretches of the Arizona desert and the deserts of Wyoming and parts of Montana and Utah, 
You're reminded of the curse upon the creation of God. And one day that curse is going to be 
lifted. And the word of God makes it very plain that nature's subjection to vanity came about in a 
way strangely contrasted with that of man's fall. You see, man came under the power of sin by 
his own volition. That is, he sinned willfully and with his eyes open. He deliberately disobeyed 
God, Did Adam. It was otherwise with nature. For nature And God's natural creation came under 
the curse by the power of God. It was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him, 
that is God, who hath put the same thing under him in hope. That is God cursed creation because 
of the fall of man. We may wonder what good could come out of a condition of this kind upon 
the natural realm. We believe, my friend, that it had its benevolent purposes on the part of God, 
and declared his wonderful wisdom. Sinful man needed an environment of struggle as a check 
upon his tendency to deeper sin. The curse of the soil imposed upon him, the burden of toil. And 
with the toil came weariness, and hence less leisure to plan schemes of wickedness. Everything, 
my friend, that God says is worth listening to, and everything God does is worthy of man's note. 
How true this is of nature's condition, which reveals the wonderful regard of God for fallen 
humanity. When man became unfit to rule over the works of God's hands, He put nature under 
subjection. He knew an imperfect man was not capable of ruling over a perfect creation.  
Now the vanity which is used here in the Book of Romans 8:22, which we are 
considering, is described in the next verse as the bondage of corruption. Non nature then is held 
in chains and is unable to give expression to the wondrous potentialities within its boundaries. 
Someday, thank God, my friend, nature itself, together with man and the creatures of the world, 
are going to be delivered from that condition, and will blossom forth in all of its pristine glory 
and beauty as it came once from the hand created of God. Verse twenty two of Romans Chapter 
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8 unfolds once more the present condition of creation by declaring that it groans and it travails in 
vain together until now. Who among us has not heard the unceasing sob of nature? We have been 
reminded many, many times by the naturalists that all of the utterances of nature, as I said, are in 
the minor key. There is the lowing of the ox and the broken crow of the rooster, the sighing of 
the wind, the hooting of the owl, and the roar of the sea. And sometimes I think I can almost see 
the pain of which this passage is speaking as I behold a fading leaf. As I look at the withering 
plant and the parched shrubbery of the desert, and even the falling of the stars of the heavens. 
Surely, my friend, nature today is not as it once was, nor as God's word prophesied it will be one 
of these days.  
Now, you and I are amazed at the spirit of strife and the attitude of hatred, which seems 
to be so prevalent in the animal kingdom. We deplore this in man. I was talking to a missionary 
not too long ago, and he said something, of course, about which I had read and full well 
understood. He said the whole continent of Africa is reeling and rocking under the impact that 
the higher animal always feeds and feasts and preys upon the animal, which is lower than itself. 
And it's true, that’s the way life is. We deplore this in man and are shocked as we see it, even in 
the pets that we have in our own homes. There is a biting and a devouring even in the lowest 
forms of life. Some birds kill just for the sake of killing. Ants foster slavery and actually go to 
war one against the other. The murderous weasel is one of the most marked types in the animal 
world. And all of this reveals only one thing that that which is meant by Paul's word, the 
bondage of corruption and nature is certainly of a truth, a real thing.  
Now, there is a bright side to all of this picture regarding God's creation. While it has 
been subjected to vanity, it has also been subjected in hope as he tells us in Romans 8 and 22. 
Now what, my friend, is the hope of creation? It is deliverance from the bondage of corruption 
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into the glorious liberty of the children of the living God. The future is bright for creation, just as 
bright as it is for every redeemed child of God. And the hour is coming when this corruptible 
will take on incorruption, when the marks of death will give way to the signs of life and the 
desert places will blossom As the rose and trees says, the metaphor of the Old Testament will 
clap their hands for joy and Edenic Conditions will prevail once again. Every miracle, which the 
Lord Jesus Christ wrought when he was here upon the world, wherein nature was involved, was 
the picture of the manifestation of his power in a coming day. He bore the curse of nature, the 
crown of thorns that nature might share in his coming glory. The Holy Spirit then points out that 
nature is groaning and travailing, and one of these days will find glorious deliverance.  
Then there is the groaning of the Christian. But you remember also the word of God 
declares it to be so definitely true, as you have it in Romans eight and twenty three. And not only 
they, that is creation, but ourselves also, the believer which has the first-fruits of the spirit. Even 
we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our 
body. Now, why is it that we, who have the glorious heritage of the first fruits of the spirit as 
children of God groan within ourselves? Surely a condition of this kind is not normal. God did 
not save us to groan and to moan and to sob and to sigh. These bodies in which we live are 
subject to many weaknesses. And often times the physical pain seems to be greater than we can 
possibly bear. Disease, even among God's dear children, is taking its toll, and physical death is a 
very universal thing. We groan my friend as Christians because of the disappointments which 
come to so many of us. The trials of life often impose heavy burdens upon us, and we find 
ourselves driven to wits end corner so that we know not which way to turn. The groaning goes 
on day after day after day after day. And yet there is within all of us a deep seated longing for a 
better day. And this, my friend, thank God, is promised to every one of God's children. We 
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anticipate the resurrection of the human body, even though we go into physical death, or even 
though we might happen to be alive at the moment of the Lord's coming for his own church. No 
matter what the case may be, the savior tells us again and again, and does the Holy Spirit through 
Paul, that he will change our weak and vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious 
body, whereby he is able to subdue even all things unto himself. Now, when on earth the Lord 
Jesus Christ entered into our groanings and our moaning and our sobbing and our crying, even as 
the spirit of God does today. We read you remember that Jesus wept. This he did in the presence 
of death as he stood with the sorrowing sisters of Bethany. Was it for sins that I had done? He 
groaned upon the tree. Amazing pity, Grief unknown and love beyond degree. Before he closes 
this wonderful epistle of Romans, the apostle Paul remains the believer how it was high time to 
awaken out of sleep. For now, is our salvation nearer than when we believed. Now the salvation 
to which he refers is that for which we are waiting. Namely the redemption of the body which is 
spoken of as the adoption. Having the first fruits of the spirit, every believer possesses the spirit 
of adoption. Of son-making and son placing. But when Jesus, my friend, comes again and 
transforms these bodies of ours, then these Bodies will be redeemed and conformed to his 
likeness of glorious and wonderful resurrection glory. No wonder, Paul said to Titus, looking for 
that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great God and our savior Jesus Christ.  
Creation joins hands with a Christian in looking forward to the day of emancipation and 
the day of glorious liberty. Meanwhile, you and I are to be patient down here, remembering that 
the word of God says in Hebrews ten and thirty seven, "For yet a little while, and he that shall 
come, will come, and will not tarry." The absolute guarantee my friend of this glorious liberty for 
God's people, is the possession of the first fruits of the spirit. That is, the indwelling of the divine 
nature received when we believe the promises of God unto salvation.  
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Now there is another moaning in the Bible. And this is the one we find contained, as I 
said a moment ago, in verse 26. Likewise, the spirit also helpeth our weaknesses, for we know 
not what we should pray for as we ought, but the spirit himself maketh intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered. Now we speak of the spirit of God as being a member of the 
Godhead and rightly so. All of the attributes of the father and all of the attributes of the son are 
also the attributes of the Holy Spirit. It is not amiss to speak of each one of them as being the 
creator. It was the Holy Spirit who at the beginning brooded over the face of the deep and the 
book of Genesis. God created all things by his spirit power. Now in the Scripture in Romans 
eight and verse 26, the spirit of God is spoken of as the helper of the Christian and his prayer life. 
We are all conscious of one thing, and that is of our ignorance when we tarry in prayer before 
God to pray for the thing that we ought to be praying for. And sometimes we almost feel as if we 
have been stricken dumb. But the spirit of God, who is our helper, maketh intercessions for us 
with groaning’s which cannot be uttered.  
Now here is the language which is unexpressed but fully understood by the father above. 
It's like the lisping of a little child is the praying of the Christian. The child is lisping and the 
father cannot quite understand the heart of the little child. And then my friend, the father takes 
the words of the child and he translates them into their exact meaning. And to the heart of God as 
an arrow of light comes the praying of the believer, because the spirit of God with groaning's, 
makes intercession for every child of God. You see, it's interesting to know that. In the language 
of the Old Testament Psalmist, we can say of the Holy Spirit that he is a very present help in 
trouble. Our prayers may come forth crooked and meandering and winding and we may never 
get to the point, but my friend, through the intercessory work of the Holy Spirit of God, They go 
straight into the presence of the Lord. If we are to pray successfully this morning and beyond 
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praying ground before God, then the Holy Spirit must begin to take over for us, even in this 
particular realm. All true prayer must be borne of the spirit. Otherwise, it is meaningless before 
God. When he steps into your prayer life and mine then it is no longer our praying but his 
through us. We become the pipeline. We become the instrument used. We become the vehicle of 
the Holy Spirit and we pray. The burden of our praying will not be for selfish ends If the spirit of 
God is praying through us, but for the good of other people and for the good of the whole world, 
the groaning’s of the spirit of God within us will be understandable to the Lord And the answer 
will be forthcoming, and be to his own glory and honor. And only as we come to this place of 
humility will we ever be on praying ground. 
Yes, there are moanings, and there are groanings in the word of God. But thank God 
there is also a song. The psalmist has given that to us in the Book of Psalms, Chapter 30 and 
verse 5, "Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning." Present groans are 
going to become future songs. Groans and songs are written side by side in God's precious word. 
And someday creation itself will break forth into wonderful singing and then how wonderful it 
will be to read in Isaiah 35:1-2, "The wilderness and the solitary places shall be glad for them. 
And the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice, 
even with joy and singing." Now how different it's going to be, my friend, when our bodies will 
be redeemed as Christians, and when the Lord comes to lift the curse from the universe, then the 
eyes of the blind shall be opened, The ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall a lame 
man, leap as and heart, and the tongue of the dumb shall sing. For in the wilderness shall the 
waters break out, and the stream shall be in the desert. Yes, As we look forward to that 
wonderful hour, May I remind you in the words of the Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 4, "For our 
light affliction, Which is but for a moment that is compared with the ages of eternity, worketh for 
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us, a far more exceeding and the eternal weight of glory". In the light of this promise, my friend, 
isn’t it true, the words of Romans 8 and 18 that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. Creation will be delivered, the 
Christian will be delivered, and then thank God, my friend, you and I together in him are going 
to find the spiritual and the perfect deliverance from the Lord himself. Will you continue to 
remember the broadcast and pray much that the spirit of God may use it to his honor and to his 
own glory? Our father, we thank thee this morning now, as we close our broadcast in prayer that 
thy will can be performed in every believing heart. For we ask it in Jesus name, Amen. 
 
